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 July 18, 2005 
 

To:  Subscriber to the Tucson Land Use Code (LUC) 
 
SUBJECT:  SUPPLEMENT NO. 35 TO THE LAND USE CODE (LUC) 
 
Dear Subscriber: 
 
Enclosed is Supplement No. 35 to your copy of the City of Tucson Land Use Code 
(LUC).  An explanation of the revisions included in this Supplement is also enclosed. 
 
This Supplement includes Ordinance No. 10166 Ornamental Height Elements, adopted 
by the Mayor and Council on June 21, 2005.  In addition, some minor formatting 
errors have been corrected. 
 
Please recycle and replace pages in your LUC as follows. 
 

 

Article III. Development Regulations 
Item Remove Old Pages Insert New Pages 

Division 2.  Development Criteria 201-204 201-204 
 

Appendices 
Item Remove Old Pages Insert New Pages 

Appendix 1 - Checklist of Up-to-Date Pages 1-3 1-3 
 

 
Please insert and maintain this instruction sheet in the front of your copy of the LUC. 
 
Should you have any questions while replacing these pages, please call me at 791-
4505. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Tiffany Hochard 
 Secretary 
 
Enclosures: Summary of Amendment 
  Supplement No. 35 
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TUCSON LAND USE CODE (LUC) - SUPPLEMENT NO. 35 
 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 10166 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 10166  (Adopted on June 21, 2005 and Effective on July 21, 2005) 
 

Section 3.2.7.3 Exceptions to Height Measurement, is amended to include an exception for 
ornamental elements of buildings and structures that exceed ten (10) feet above the 
structure height allowed within a zone. The special exception is subject to review by the 
Design Review Board and approval by the Zoning Examiner. The amendment applies to 
architectural elements such as: spires, cupolas, belfries, clock towers and domes.  
Provisions for review by the Design Review Board and approval by the Zoning Examiner 
as required by the Special Exception Full Notice Procedure, Sections 23A-50 and 23A-53 of 
the Tucson Code, are included to ensure comprehensive design review and impact 
assessment by affected property owners and staff. 



 CITY OF TUCSON LAND USE CODE Sec. 3.2.7.2 
 ARTICLE III.  DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 DIVISION 2.  DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA 
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3.2.7.2 Measurement of Building Height  
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3.2.7.3 Exceptions.  The following structural elements may extend above the maximum allowed height, subject to any 
limitations listed.  (See Illustration 3.2.7.3.) 

 
 A. Ornamental elements of the buildings and structures, such as spires, cupolas, belfries, clock towers, and 

domes, provided that such elements: 
 
  1. Are not for human occupancy, and 
 

2. Do not exceed ten (10) feet above the allowed structure height, except as follows: 
 
3. Ornamental elements of buildings and structures proposed to exceed ten (10) feet above the allowed 

structure height are subject to review by the Design Review Board in accordance with Sec. 5.1.8 and 
 approval as a special exception by the Zoning Examiner in accordance with procedures set forth in 
Sec. 5.3.9 and Zoning Examiner Full Notice Procedure, Sec 23A-53 and provided that:  

 
a. The ornamental element is an integral part of the building’s architecture, not for human occupancy.  
 
b. Ornamental elements proposed to exceed ten feet (10 ft.) above the allowed structure height may 

not be used for commercial advertising.  
 
c. The applicant must demonstrate how the proposal minimizes impacts to existing land uses by 

including a viewshed analysis and an analysis of the project site grades and adjacent property 
grades as part of their submittal.  

 
d. Setbacks required for the architectural element will be one foot (1 ft.) for each additional foot in 

height by which it exceeds the base allowance of ten feet (10 ft.).  
 

(Ord. No. 10166, §1, 6/21/05) 
 
 B. Chimneys, mechanical penthouses, and bulkheads for stairwells, elevator shafts, or skylights, provided 

that such elements: 
 
  1. Are not for human occupancy, 
 
  2. Do not exceed ten (10) feet above the allowed structure height, and 
 
  3. Do not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total roof area of the building on which they are 

located. 
 
 C. Mechanical equipment, except solar energy equipment, and accessories necessary to the operation or 

maintenance of the building, provided that such elements: 
 
  1. Do not exceed six (6) feet above the allowed structure height, 
 
  2. Do not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total roof area of the building on which they are located, 
 
  3. Are concealed by an opaque screen, and 
 
  4. Are located away from the edge of the building a distance equivalent to the height of the elements. 
 
 D. Solar energy equipment, provided that such elements do not exceed the allowable height limits by more 

than ten (10) feet. 
 
 E. Parapet walls and safety railings, provided they do not exceed the allowable height by more than four (4) feet. 
 
 F. Communications antennae not in conjunction with a communications facility, excluding dish antennae 

greater than three (3) feet in diameter, provided such elements do not exceed the allowable height limits 
by more than five (5) feet.
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 G. Dish antennae, greater than three (3) feet in diameter, provided that such elements: 
 
  1. Do not exceed the allowable height limits by more than ten (10) feet; 
 
  2. Are located as close to the center of the roof structure as possible; 
 
  3. Are screened from view, to the maximum extent possible without interfering with reception, from 

the street frontage of the property at pedestrian level by an opaque screen, such as a parapet wall at 
the roof's edge; and 

 
  4. Are located on a building with a structure height greater than forty (40) feet. 
 
 H. Communications antennae, other than those associated with wireless communications, in conjunction with 

a communications facility do not have a maximum height limitation, provided the antennae are located at 
least one (1) foot distance for every foot in height measured from all property lines of residentially zoned 
property. (Ord. No. 8813, §1, 3/3/97) 

 
I.  If the Mayor and Council authorize a change in the zoning classification of a property and buildings exist 

on the property which exceed the maximum required height for the proposed land use, the existing 
buildings shall be considered conforming.  This exception applies only to buildings existing at the time of 
authorization, except as provided by Sec. 3.2.7.3.J. (Ord. No. 8704, §1, 5/13/96) 

 
 J. New construction in a Historic Preservation Zone (HPZ) may exceed the height requirements of the zone if 

additional height is needed to be compatible with the height of other buildings within the development 
zone as determined by the Development Services Department Director. (Ord. No. 8704, §1, 5/13/96; Ord. 
No. 9967, §3, 7/1/04) 

 

3.2.7.3 Structure Height Measurement Exceptions
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3.2.8 ACCESS PROVISIONS. 
 
3.2.8.1 Purpose.  This Section is established to:  assure that all parcels have legal and physical access to a public street; 

require reasonable improvements for pedestrian facilities; increase public safety by lessening the conflict 
between vehicular and pedestrian activities; aid in improving air quality in the City of Tucson by providing for 
one (1) pedestrian mode of alternate travel; and provide design standards for pedestrian circulation paths. 

 
3.2.8.2 Acceptable Types of Access. 
 
 A. Public street access, which is ingress-egress to a parcel provided by an abutting public street. 
 
 B. Private street access, which is ingress-egress to a parcel provided by an abutting private street in which the 

owner of the parcel has a legal interest to assure perpetual use for access. 
 
 C. Access easement, which is ingress-egress to a parcel provided over some other parcel through an area 

dedicated for such perpetual use. 
 
3.2.8.3 Width of Access. 
 
 A. The minimum width required for access to a parcel is that dimension sufficient to provide for the type of 

access, per Sec. 3.2.8.2.  The minimum required width is based on access improvements being centered 
within the dimension.  If the improvements are located off-center, an additional width may be required. 

 
 B. All lots shall be designed with access to a public street.  If a proposed lot does not have public street 

frontage, access must be provided by means of a private street or an access easement of sufficient size to 
accommodate motor vehicle and pedestrian access and public services as required for the type of 
development proposed for the lot. 

 
  If access is provided by an easement and the easement serves more than three (3) single-family homes or 

duplexes, the City may require the easement to be developed as a street or as a parking area access lane 
(PAAL).  The determination as to whether a developed street or PAAL is required will be made at the 
time of review of the proposed land division based on the need for public services, such as utilities, refuse 
collection, and fire suppression, and on the projected average daily traffic (ADT) of the access easement. 

 
3.2.8.4 Pedestrian Facilities.  All land uses subject to the applicability of this Section shall provide pedestrian facilities. 

Pedestrian facilities, for the purpose of this Section, are sidewalks in conformance with the standards indicated 
below. (Ord. No. 9138, §1, 10/5/98) 

 
 A. Pedestrian facilities located in a street, either public or private, shall be designed in compliance with 

Development Standard 3-01.0.  (See Illustration 3.2.8.4.A.) 
 

���� ����

3.2.8.4.A Pedestrian Facilities
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Checklist of Up-to-Date Pages 
 
 The following listing is included in this Code as a guide for the user to determine whether 
the Code volume properly reflects the latest print of each page. 
 
 In the first column, all page numbers are listed in sequence.  The second column reflects 
the latest printing of the pages as they should appear in an up-to-date volume.  When a page has 
been reprinted or printed as part of the supplement service, this column reflects the Supplement 
Number which is printed on the bottom of the page. 
 
 
Page No. Supplement No. 
 
i, ii 22 
iii, iv 32 
v, vi 32 
vii, viii 16 
1, 2 32 
3, 4 32 
5 32 
6, 7 32 
8, 9 32 
10, 11 32 
12, 13 32 
14, 15 32 
16, 17 32 
18, 19 32 
20, 21 32 
22, 23 32 
24, 25 32 
26, 27 32 
28 32 
29, 30 32 
31, 32 32 
33, 34 32 
35, 36 32 
37, 38 32 
38.1 deleted 
39, 40 32 
41, 42 32 
43, 44 32 
45, 46 32 
46.1 32 
47, 48 32 
49, 50 32 
50.1 32 
51, 52 32 
52.1 32 
53, 54 32 

Page No. Supplement No. 
 
55, 56 32 
57, 58 32 
59, 59.1 32 
60, 61 32 
62, 63 32 
64, 65 32 
66, 67 32 
68, 69 32 
70, 71 32 
72, 73 32 
74, 75 32 
76, 77 32 
78, 79 32 
80, 81 32 
82, 83 32 
84 32 
85, 86 32 
87, 88 32 
89, 90 32 
91, 92 32 
92.1 32 
93, 94 32 
95, 96 32 
97, 98 32 
99, 100 32 
101, 102 32 
103 32 
104, 105 32 
106, 107 32 
108, 109 32 
110, 111 32 
112, 113 32 
114, 115 32 
116, 117 32 
118 32 
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119, 120 32 
121, 122 32 
123, 124 32 
125, 126 32 
127, 128 32 
129, 130 32 
131, 132 32 
133, 134 32 
135, 136 32 
137, 138 32 
139, 140 32 
141, 142 32 
143, 144 32 
145, 146 34 
147, 148 34 
149, 150 34 
151, 152 34 
153, 154 34 
155, 155.1 34 
155.2, 155.3 34 
155.4, 155.5 34 
155.6, 155.7 34 
155.8, 155.9 34 
156, 157 32 
158, 159 32 
160, 161 32 
161.1 deleted 
162, 163 32 
164, 165 32 
166, 167 32 
168, 169 32 
170, 171 32 
172, 173 32 
174, 175 32 
176, 177 32 
178, 179 32 
179.1, 179.2 32 
179.3, 179.4 32 
179.5, 179.6 32 
179.7, 179.8 32 
179.9, 179.10 32 
179.11, 179.12 32 
180 32 
181, 182 11 
183, 184 30 
185, 186 11 
187, 188 23 
189, 190 22 
191, 192 11 
193, 194 22 
195, 196 14 
197, 198 11 
199, 200 30 
201, 202 35 
203, 204 35 

205, 206 11 
207, 208 11 
209, 210 11 
211, 212 16 
213, 214 17 
215 11 
216, 217 32 
217.1 22 
218, 219 11 
220, 221 22 
222, 223 11 
224, 225 32 
226, 227 32 
227.1 26 
228, 229 11 
230, 231 30 
232, 233 30 
234, 235 30 
236, 237 26 
238 26 
239, 240 11 
241, 242 11 
243, 244 26 
245, 246 11 
247, 248 23 
249, 250 23 
251, 252 23 
253, 254 23 
255, 256 32 
257, 258 23 
259, 260 32 
261, 262 23 
263, 264 32 
265, 266 32 
267, 268 23 
269, 270 32 
271, 272 32 
272.1, 272.2 32 
273, 274 32 
275, 276 32 
276.1, 276.2 32 
276.3, 276.4 23 
276.5, 276.6 32 
276.7, 276.8 32 
276.9, 276.10 32 
277, 278 26 
279, 280 32 
281, 282 22 
283, 284 11 
285 32 
286, 287 32 
288, 289 33 
290, 291 33 
292, 293 33 
294, 295 33 
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296, 297 33 
298, 298.1 33 
299, 300 26 
301, 302 23 
303, 304 20 
305, 306 20 
307, 308 20 
309, 309.1 32 
310, 311 32 
312, 313 32 
314, 315 23 
316 23 
317, 318 32 
319 23 
320, 321 32 
322, 323 33 
324, 325 32 
326, 327 32 
328, 329 32 
330, 331 32 
332, 333 32 
334, 335 32 
335.1, 335.2 32 
335.3, 335.4 32 
336, 337 32 
338, 339 32 
339.1 32 
340, 341 32 
342, 343 32 
344, 345 32 
346, 347 32 
347.1 32 
348, 349 32 
350, 350.1 32 
351, 352 32 
353, 354 32 
355, 356 32 
357, 358 32 
359 32 
360 Deleted 
361, 362 Deleted 
363, 364 Deleted 
365, 366 Deleted 
367, 368 Deleted 
369, 370 Deleted 
371, 372 Deleted 
373, 374 Deleted 
375, 376 Deleted 
377, 378 Deleted 
379, 380 Deleted 
381, 382 Deleted 
383, 384 Deleted 
385, 386 Deleted 
387, 388 Deleted 
389, 390 Deleted 

391, 392 Deleted 
393, 394 Deleted 
395, 396 Deleted 
397, 398 Deleted 
399, 400 Deleted 
401, 402 Deleted 
403, 404 Deleted 
405, 406 Deleted  
407, 408 Deleted 
409, 410 Deleted 
411, 412 Deleted 
413, 414 Deleted 
415, 416 Deleted 
417, 418 Deleted 
419, 420 Deleted 
421 Deleted 
422, 423 32 
423.1 32 
424 11 
425, 426 34 
427, 428 34 
429, 430 34 
431, 432 34 
433, 434 34 
435, 436 34 
437, 438 34 
439, 440 34 
441, 442 34 
443, 444 34 
445, 446 34 
447, 448 34 
449, 450 34 
451, 452 34 
453, 454 34 
455, 455.1 34 
455.2 Deleted 
456, 457 11 
458, 459 11 
460, 461 32 
462, 463 24 
464, 465 16 
 
500, 501 34 
502, 503 34 
504, 505 34 
506, 507 34 
508, 509 34 
510 34 
511 deleted 
 
[1], [2] 34 
[3] 34 


